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PARSHAT TZAV צות פרש  

DVAR TORAH WHEN DO PEOPLE LISTEN? 
 

 
Near the end of Parshat Tzav, Moshe was instructed by Hashem to gather the People together, “ה ֵעדָּ ל הָּ ַהְקֵהל ֶאל  ְוֵאת כָּ

ֵעדֶפַתח ֹאֶהל מוֹ   – You shall gather together the entire Congregation at the opening of the Tent of Meeting” (Vayikra 
8:3). This implies that Moshe was to actively gather them together. Yet, in the next verse, when the Torah records 
what actually happened, it says, “ה ֶאל ֶפַתח ֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד ֵעדָּ ֵהל הָּ קָּ  The Congregation was gathered at the opening of the – ַותִּ
Tent of Meeting” (Vayikra 8:4). The verb ֵהל קָּ  implies that they gathered together by themselves. The Rav of ַותִּ
Krakow, Harav Yosef Nechemyah Kornitzer, זצ"ל (1881-1933, in חידושי רבנו יוסף נחמיה על התורה), points out this 
discrepancy and offers the following explanation. 
 
The Gemara quotes Rabbi Chelbo who quotes Rav Huna: “Anyone who has  שמיםיראת , fear of Heaven, within him, 
 people – שומעין דבריו his words are heard” (Berachot 6b). He points out that the Gemara does not say – דבריו נשמעין
hear his words, but דבריו נשמעין – implying that this happens automatically. This is in line with what we say in our daily 
Ashrei: “ ... ְרצֹון ְיֵרָאיו ַיֲעֶשה  – [Hashem] does the will of those who fear Him …” (Tehillim 145:19).  
 
Moshe was an extreme example of this principle. When Hashem told him “Gather them together,” Moshe was filled 
with a powerful will to gather the People. But that will brought about that it should be done automatically, that they 
should themselves gather – for “Hashem fulfills the will of those who fear Him.” Rav Yosef Nechemyah then rereads 
the verse in the following way: “ הַוַיַעש  וָּ ה' מֶשה ַכֲאֶשר צִּ  – Moshe [always] did what Hashem commanded” for he was full 
of Yirat Shamayim; therefore “ה ֶאל ֶפַתח ֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד ֵעדָּ ֵהל הָּ קָּ  the nation was automatically gathered together at the - ַותִּ
opening of the Tent of Meeting.” This is because “Someone who has fear of Heaven within him his words are 
automatically fulfilled.” 
 
Why do people listen to the words of one who has fear of Heaven? The simple answer is that a G-d-fearing person is 
less inclined to have ulterior motives. People are willing to take his advice or follow his instructions because they 
sense that his advice is for their own good and his instructions are in sync with what Hashem wants them to do. 
Someone who walks around with a constant consciousness of G-d’s Presence is probably thinking: “What does 
Hashem want?”  
 
Harav Chaim Ibn Atar, (1696-1743) זצ"ל, in his Or Hachaim commentary on the first verse of the Chumash, uncovers 
another layer of meaning within Rav Huna’s principle. A person listens to mussar, to Torah teachings, to advice, with 
his or her nefesh, their inner being. He or she will be receptive to communication that comes from deep within, from 
the nefesh, from the heart of the person. But if a person lacks Yirat Shamayim, then his speech is external – the 
communication comes from the body, not the soul. Therefore the soul of the listener is not receptive. The speaker 
and listener are on different wavelengths. 
 
This is hinted at, he says, in the daily Shema: Only when “these words will be על לבבך – on your heart – will you be 
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able to fulfill “ושננתם לבניך – you should teach them to your children.” The child’s soul will be receptive to a message 
coming from the soul – but not to one that is merely external, מן השפה ולחוץ.    

 
 
 

SOURCE GUIDE:  

HEARING THE MEGILLAH, SEEING THE CANDLES 
 

This source guide is built on a selection from Yitav Panim (written by the Harav Yekutiel Yehudah Teitelbaum of 
Sighet, grandson of the Yismach Moshe) on Parshat Ki Tissa who develops a theme that plays itself out in 
Chanukah and Purim. 
 
Flaw and Repair 
 
Adam and Chavah sinned through their eyes and ears: 
 

1. Bereishit 3:6, 17 
(6) The woman saw that the tree was good to eat … 
(17) And to the man He said, “Because you listened to the voice 
of your wife and ate of the tree … 

  ג:ו,יז בראשית 
ה ַוֵתֶרא( ו) שָּ אִּ י הָּ ֵעץ טֹוב כִּ ל הָּ  ...  ְלַמֲאכָּ
ם( יז) י ָאַמר וְלָאדָּ ַמְעתָּ  כִּ ְשֶתָך ְלקֹול שָּ  אִּ

ן ַוֹתאַכל ֵעץ מִּ   ... הָּ
. 

 
Mankind’s hearing and vision was flawed, but had potential to be rectified. The need to repair this flaw led to 
Israel’s descent to Egypt and their slavery there. Moshe and Aharon began the process of repair: 
 

2. Shemot 4:29-31 
(29) Moshe and Aharon went and gathered the elders of the 
Children of Israel. 
(30) Aharon said all the words God had said to Moshe and he did 
the signs before the eyes of the nation. 
(31) The nation believed and heard that God had remembered 
the Children of Israel and that he saw their affliction and they 
bowed and prostrated themselves. 

  לא-ד:כט שמות 
ל ֶאת ַוַיַאְספו ְוַאֲהֹרן מֶשה ַוֵיֶלְך( כט) ְקֵני כָּ  זִּ

ֵאל ְבֵני ְשרָּ  :יִּ
ל ֵאת ַאֲהֹרן ַוְיַדֵבר( ל) ים כָּ רִּ ֶבר ֲאֶשר ַהְדבָּ ה'  דִּ

ֹאֹתת ַוַיַעש מֶשה ֶאל ם ְלֵעיֵני הָּ עָּ  :הָּ
ם ַוַיֲאֵמן( לא) עָּ ְשְמעו הָּ י ַויִּ ַקד כִּ  ְבֵני ֶאת ה' פָּ

ֵאל ְשרָּ י יִּ ָאה ְוכִּ ְניָּם ֶאת רָּ ְקדו עָּ ְשַתֲחוו ַויִּ  :ַויִּ

 
By the time Israel reached Mount Sinai our eyes and ears, our vision and our hearing, were purified: 
 

3. Midrash Rabbah Bamidbar 7:1 
Said Rabbi Yehudah quoting Rabbi Simon … How do we know 
that there were no deaf people [among the Jews accepting the 
Torah at Mount Sinai’? It says, “[We will do and] we will listen” 
(Shemot 24:7). And how do we know that there were no blind 
people among them? It says, “The entire nation saw the sounds” 
(Shemot 20:15).  

  א:ז במדבר רבה מדרש 
 בהן היה שלא ... מנין סימון ר"א יהודה ר"א

" )שמות ונשמע"]נעשה[  שנאמר חרשין
 שנאמר סומין בהן היה שלא ומנין כד:ז( 

)שמות " הקולות את רואים העם וכל"
  כ:טו(...

  

 
Unfortunately, the people of Israel lost the high level they had attained through the sin of the golden calf, causing 
a flaw, once again, to vision and hearing. There is once again a national need to repair these two powers. 
 
Eyes and Ears: Above and Below 
 
Furthermore, a sin below causes a flaw above. In some way, a human sin causes a flaw in the Divine revelation. 
Our sources even speak about the Divine eye and ear: 
 

4. Avot 2:1  ב פרק אבות מסכת משנה  
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Know what is above you, a seeing eye and a hearing ear.  ה ַמה ַדע ְך ְלַמְעלָּ מָּ ן, מִּ  .שֹוַמַעת ְוֹאֶזן רֹוָאה ַעיִּ

 
We also pray that God hear and see us: 
 

5. Daniel 9:18 
Incline Your ear, God, and hear, open  Your eye and see. 

  :יחט דניאל 
ע ָאְזְנָך יקַ ֱאֹל ַהֵטה  ...וְרֵאה ֵעיֶניָך ְפַקח וֲשמָּ

 

6. Tehillim 34:16 
God’s eyes are to the righteous, and His ears to their cry. 

  תהילים לד:טז 
ים ה' ֶאל ֵעיֵני יקִּ ם ֶאל ְוָאְזנָּיו ַצדִּ תָּ  ַשְועָּ

 

7. Kedushah for Shacharit of Shabbat 
Our eyes should see Your Kingdom … 
 
Kedushah for Musaf of Shabbat 
Let us hear, in Your mercy, once again, before the eyes of all life 
… 

 קדושה לשחרית של שבת  
 תראנה מלכותך ... ועינינו

 
 קדושה למוסף של שבת 

 כל חי ... לעיניברחמיו שנית  וישמיענו

 

Purim and Chanukah 
 
A cryptic Midrash hints that Esther prayed that Israel should be able to restore the flaw of vision and hearing: 
 

8. Midrash Pliah 
When Israel became depressed and poor, Esther said, “My God, 
my God, why have You forsaken me?” (Tehillim 22:2). 

 מדרש פליאה  
)ראשי תיבות  ורשכיון שנעשה ישראל מך 

ראיה שמיעה( אמרה אסתר קלי קלי למה 
 עזבתני )תהילים כב:ב(.

 

The Hebrew word רש alludes to vision – ראיה – and hearing – שמיעה. Esther saw how Israel had degenerated, how 
their vision and hearing had become flawed through sin, and called out to God. 
God answered her prayers, and we merited two great miracles that begat two great holidays. Each holiday 
enables the people of Israel to focus on elevating one of these two senses. 
 
Chanukah focuses on vision: 
 

9. Haneirot Halalu 
We are not permitted to use them (the Chanukah candles), only 
to look at them. 

 הנרות הללו 
ואין לנו רשות להשתמש בהם אלא לראותם 

 .בלבד

 

The Gemara says that someone who only sees Chanukah candles – even though he does not light them himself – 
makes the blessing “She’asah nissim laavoteinu” – “You did miracles for our ancestors.”  
 
Purim focuses on hearing: 
 
In order to fulfill the mitzvah of reading the Megillah the reader’s voice must be audible, even if one is reading the 
Megillah for himself (Beit Yosef quoted in Mishneh Berurah 689:5). A deaf person is invalid as the public Megillah 
reader (Mishnah Megillah 2:4). Hearing is essential for the mitzvah of reading the Megillah. The first Mishnah in 
Shekalim hints that when Adar comes we should start repairing our sense of hearing:  On Rosh Chodesh Adar we 
begin announcing (literally, making heard) the need to bring Shekalim (the yearly obligation to contribute a half 

shekel towards public sacrifices). In Hebrew: ין יעִּ י ַעל ַמְשמִּ לִּ םַהְשקָּ . 

 
How does one repair and elevate his hearing and seeing? 
 

10. Yitav Panim Ki Tissa 
The root of this reparation is to tie seeing and hearing with the 
master of the universe, that one’s eyes should constantly look to 
God, and to hear His voice, to cling to Him, may He be blessed.  

 ייטב פנים כי תשא 
ושורש התיקון לקשר בחינת ראיה ובחינת 

אל אלופו של עולם, להיות עיניו  שמיעה
תמיד אל ה' ולשמוע בקולו לדבקה בו 



 .יתברך

 
 
 
 

SIMCHAH! BY RABBI YITZCHAK HIRSHFELD 
 
Simchah! Capture that elusive sensation. How can we rejoice when the world around us abounds with personal 
tragedy and national danger?  
 
Purim is the key; at no time in our history was our future bleaker. However, Chazal predicted many centuries ago a 
repetition of the Purim story. The final redemption comes through teshuvah; and if we do not respond, then G-d will 
bring upon us a king as dangerous as Haman, who will threaten us with decrees as destructive as Haman’s and then 
we will do teshuvah. Can a Jew be joyous knowing that in all likelihood we are headed for our own Purim test?  
 
Purim was an act of techiat hameitim – resurrection of the dead. The Gemara in Megillah, seeking justification for 
the institution of Purim as a holiday, (after all, the Prophets are not able to create something totally new) offers a kal 
v’chomer”: If our emergence from bondage to freedom was sufficient cause for the holiday of Pesach, how much 
more so should we celebrate the transition from death to life. The fact is – at the time of Purim we were dead.  
 
What brought about his decree of death? The Gemara teaches, because they enjoyed the feast of Achashveirosh; 
and others say, because they were weak in their dedication to Torah study. Torah is the Source of Life; weakness in 
Torah is a weakening of connection to that source; enjoying the feast of Achashveirosh is a foolish and futile attempt 
to connect to another source, another kind of “life.”  When a Jew chooses the latter over the former, he is choosing 
death over life.  
 
Our teshuvah is none other than that of our forefathers.  The Jewish People rededicated their lives to Torah – kiymu 
mah shekiblu kvar. They were able to penetrate to the core of their existence and detach themselves from the 
fleshpots of Persia. Torah does that. Drinking the real thing makes all other drinks flat and tasteless. Their 
experience will be our own experience, their success our success.  
 
In fact, Purim gives us the strength not to have to wait for the king as dangerous as Haman. Today, here, we can 
experience techiat hameitim by disconnecting from the values of the world around us, which so insidiously infiltrate 
our own and by reconnecting to Torah – the Source of Life. And this will bring resurrection – redemption – simchah. 
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